
Learning New Life From Death  
By: Maggie Hutzel 
 
It was the summer before her senior year of high school and the day before her 18th 
birthday but it seemed impossible for Hannah Deichman to trust the best years of her life 
were ahead.  
 
“Your father has less than two months to live,” doctors predicted for her father who was 
diagnosed with stomach cancer in Nov. 2010. Deichman said the very thing that had been 
the foundation of her life- a loving, supportive family- seemed to crumble that fall 
evening with the utterance of those few simple words. She wasn’t sure she could build 
herself back up. 
 
Deichman’s family dynamic was greatly changed with the passing of her father June 23, 
2011. His passing changed her personal outlook on life, allowing her to appreciate 
family, friends, and especially time. “After my father passed, I matured greatly,” 
Deichman revealed. This moment has propelled her to a brighter and more appreciative 
outlook on life.  
 
Her father, a devoted husband and father to five children immediately underwent surgery 
after receiving the terminal diagnosis in an attempt to eradicate the cancerous tumor in 
his stomach. A six-month battle with cancer wrought by pain and suffering from chemo 
and radiation, was sadly lost. He passed away peacefully with his wife and children by 
his side. 
 
Deichman no longer has a father figure to look up to, a father to teach her how to fix 
things around the house, or the option of having her father walk her down the aisle at her 
wedding. Her mother since has become the sole leader of her large family. “I began to 
help and take on different roles around the house to support my grieving family, 
especially my mom,” she said.  
 
The family has since grown stronger in the face of hardship as Deichman mentioned. 
With three sisters and one brother ranging in age from 18 to 25, she wholly professed, 
“We make a great support team. We help each other in different ways; the variety of ages 
offers different support angles.”  
 
It’s an immense change in her life that she acknowledged would take many years to get 
used to. The Deichman family still misses their father greatly and feels there is a void in 
their once rock solid family unit, but Deichman feels lucky to have learned that life is not 
guaranteed.  
 


